
We invite you to wrestle with the complexity of poverty.

Everyone struggles, yet we all seek hope and purpose for our lives, striving to reach - or 
discover - our potential. Each of us has the power to make a positive impact in the lives 
of those around us - our neighbors. And it doesn’t cost us a thing.

Included are materials that will help you, the host of this screening, capture the heart of 
this project and invite meaningful conversation with your fellow viewers. Please review 
the documents and consider utilizing the provided resources with your audience as you 
experience A Walk Through Poverty.

Page One | Introduction to A Walk Through Poverty: Information concerning length of the film, 
background on the documentary project and potential audiences for viewing.

Page Two | Setting the Stage for your Audience:  This reference will provide you with context to 
inform your audience of the purpose of the film and create a tone of invitation into the 
solution for the viewers.

Page Three | Critical Conversations: These reflective questions will engage your audience 
and invite them into the critical conversation around the realities of poverty in our 
community. We believe that it is in these conversations, we hold the most influence 
for positive change. “What are we missing out as a society when members of our 
community are unable to reach their full potential?”

Page Four | A Walk Through Poverty Steps Handout:  This printable sheet provides the “steps.” 
highlighted in the film; and call the viewer into action as part of the solution. This is 
designed to printed off and shared with your audience members.

ONLINE | Documentary Feedback Request.  Please take a few moments to submit your answers 
to a few simple questions about your experience following your screening. It will allow 
our team to track the impact of the documentary and compile helpful feedback as we 
seek to continue sharing it with more accuracy and intention.  {LINK}

www.walkthroughpoverty.com



Page One | Introduction to A Walk Through Poverty

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 
Poverty is a topic of critical importance as we work towards a more connected and empathetic 
community, understanding that poverty touches all of us in one form or other. 

None are immune to poverty and its impacts, even if it may appear that some are invincible ... 
			      Still others may feel poverty is close to home. The conversation is important, 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 because we all have a different relationship with poverty.

In the film, we explore the difference between generational poverty and situational poverty, the 
spectrum of experiencing poverty from living homeless to the working poor, and how even a 
seemingly small crisis can derail the hard work of someone striving for a better life. If there is a 
thread of commonality through the personal experiences we explore, whether someone is currently 
experiencing poverty or they have successfully stabilized their lives and are looking back upon it… 
it is the feeling that “no one can do it alone.” It all comes back to community.

The interviews that help weave us through the individual stories in the documentary are with Spokane 
Human Services leaders that serve those wrestling with poverty within our community: SNAP, 
Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery, Big Table, and West Central Community Center.  Compassion and 
connecton to others are recognized as part of the answer to these complex issues, though clear 
solutions are left undefined and for the audience to ponder and discuss. Tools are presented for 
improving our understanding, but there are no “quick fixes.”

WHO SHOULD EXPERIENCE THIS FILM?
The intended audience is a general one, including community members from youth to senior, 
high school and university students, and those who engage with their fellows in a human services 
capacity. We all have struggles, yet we all seek hope and purpose for our lives. 

The audience may realize we share more similarities than differences with those walking in poverty, 
and that each of us has the power to make a positive impact in the lives of those around us - our 
neighbors. And it doesn’t cost us a thing.

We hope this film encourages you to ask,

WHAT CAN I DO TO AFFECT POSITIVE CHANGE?
 

WHAT IS A WALK THROUGH POVERTY?
A Walk Through Poverty is a 30-minute film 
exploring the plight and complexity of poverty, 
specifically here at home in the Inland Northwest. 
This pairing of art installation plus documentary 
screening is designed to evoke curiosity and 
safely immerse viewers in the conversation, 
gently challenging viewers to see themselves in 
the situations presented.  



Audience Context for the Film (feel free to read as a welcome to the film):
 
This documentary is the culmination of a vision to bring awareness to the 
plight and complexity of poverty. There are no simple answers. But rather 
many, many, individual human stories... and a deep desire to connect to a 
caring community. No one can do it alone.
 
Often, as a society, when we see others in a place of struggle, we are quick 
to move to judgement, believing that in some way there is a personal flaw 
that contributed to their circumstance.
 
Perhaps this way of thinking helps us feel somehow less vulnerable to the 
possibility of our own struggle. This movement away from the discomfort 
of the realities of poverty may offer a sense of personal security, but it also 
robs us of the possibility of being part of the solution.
 
Our hope for each of you, as you view this film, that you will feel connected 
to the individuals vulnerably sharing their stories... as your neighbor, your 
co-worker, your friend.
 
That you would consider that all of us holds the potential to make significant 
change in the lives of those we connect with simply by crossing over, 
leaning in and offering what we have, rather than making the assumption 
that our contributions are too small or limited.
 
As you view the film, ask yourself, “What is a small step I can take to 
engage this issue, lean-in and see myself a part of the solution?”
 
 
Please enjoy the show!

Page Two | Setting the Stage for your Audience:



SHARE SOME OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS WITH YOUR GROUP

GENERAL DISCUSSION

What surprised you about this film?

Which stories from the film impacted you the most?

What is something new that you learned about poverty and homelessness in Spokane?

What perspectives (for you or your group) were changed or challenged by this film?

What are some of the contributing factors of poverty and homelessness in Spokane?

What are some of the challenges and barriers that face those currently living in poverty?  

How do these challenges and barriers make it difficult to overcome or escape poverty?

WHY DOES THIS MATTER?

Why is it important that members of our community see this film and hear these stories?

Will you share your experience and encourage another screening within your network?

WHAT CAN I DO TO AFFECT POSITIVE CHANGE? 

What resources exist within our community that may help address poverty?

How can this film be used to educate community leaders and stakeholders in Spokane?

How can you share what you learned today to raise awareness about poverty in Spokane? 

What ideas do you have for involving others in solutions to poverty in Spokane?

What are two actions that you plan to take to support community efforts to address poverty in Spokane? 

Page Three | Critical Conversations: 



A WALK THROUGH

POVERTY
Ÿ Encourage HOPE

Ÿ SEE & CONNECT

Ÿ Be a GOOD neighbor

Ÿ Listen with EMPATHY

Ÿ Soften JUDGEMENT

Ÿ Challenge your ASSUMPTIONS

Ÿ Support ACCOUNTABILITY

Ÿ MOVE out of JUDGEMENT, and 

STEP into UNDERSTANDING

SEE YOURSELF IN THE SOLUTION

walkthroughpoverty.com
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